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1 �Our standard practice before and after tagging individual animals is to closely monitor their movements 
and health condition in accordance with NOAA Fisheries permitting requirements, U.S. laws, and 
international best practices to ensure the welfare of the animal and the safety of the researchers.  

2 �A researcher contracted by NOAA Fisheries working in concert with the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans (DFO) Canada, sighted and photographed the whale in Barkley Sound, Canada. Photographs 
were sent to experts in veterinary medicine for evaluation.

3 Survey conducted by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans and Vancouver Aquarium/Ocean Wise.

4 �Vancouver Aquarium/Ocean Wise and DFO successfully administered antibiotics as a precaution and 
collected a breath sample for further analysis to try to identify type of infection.

5 �NOAA Fisheries convened a special meeting of its west coast Institutional Animal Care and Use 
Committee to discuss further monitoring and other steps to help ensure the welfare of the whale. 
They received a veterinary report on the whale based on photographs. They recommended 
continued monitoring of the whale.

Abnormalities were noted 
around the tagging site 
and on the opposite of 

the whale’s body. But the 
animal is still feeding and 

behaving normally.2 

A special meeting was 
held to discuss steps to 
help ensure the welfare 
of the whale.5

The whale  headed to Canada Sep 10 moving 
back and forth between the U.S. and Canadian 
waters. It is now in Canadian waters.

NOAA Fisheries tagged 
a gray whale to study its 
movements and habitat use.1 

The gray whale was tagged close to 
shore in the Strait of Juan de Fuca, off 
the coast of Washington State, near Seal 
and Sail Rock.

A vessel and drone 
survey was conducted 

to observe the animal’s 
behavior and collect 

additional photographs.3  

Scientists 
noted that 

the whale was 
feeding and 

behaving 
normally.

No  
evidence 

of any 
abnormalities 

around the 
tagging  

site.

The whale was visually 
monitored and photographed

Normal 
feeding and 
swimming 
observed.

Antibiotics were 
administered and a 
breath sample was 
collected for analysis.4

 APR 1  

DFO 
continues 

whale 
monitoring.

 MAR 31—APR 1 


