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Overview, typical year…
Training:

• ~400 observers 
trained, briefed, 
and equipped

• ~100 new 
Coverage:

• About 400 boats
• 6 plants
• 41,000+ 

observer days
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Gear types
Pot/Traps

Bottom contact gear set 
individually or in a longline

Trawl
Pelagic and Non-pelagic

Longline
Segmented and snap gear
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Fishery Monitoring

Catch Estimation and 
biological samples

Fixed-
Gear EM 
Program

Partial 
Coverage 
Observer 
Program

Full Coverage 
Observer 
Program

Pelagic 
Pollock 
EM EFP

• Majority of C/Ps
• MS and CVs in AFA or CDQ 

(unless in EFP)
• CVs in CDQ (except 

sablefish or pot CVs)
• CV in GOA Rockfish

• CVs not in full coverage
• CVs fishing halibut IFQ or CDQ
• CVs fishing sablefish IFQ or 

fixed gear CDQ
• Few small C/Ps

• Volunteer vessels from 
full and partial coverage

• EM to verify no or low 
discard

• Sampling of random trips 
at processing plants

• 2020-2023 under EFP; 
expect regulation for 2024

• Volunteer vessels
• 169 currently in pool
• NPFMC has approved 

expansion



Stratified Hierarchical Sampling Design
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Stratified Hierarchical Sampling Design

Catch Sampling

Strata

Trips

Hauls
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Fishery Interactions
Marine Mammals
Seabirds

Special Studies
Cooperative Research
EFPs

Safety and Compliance Monitoring
Observer Logbook Documentation
Data Entry and Transmission

Salmon Monitoring
Genetics Sampling



Random selection of trips

Random sample of hauls

Random sample of 
the catch of each haul

Random sample of 
individual fish

Sampling Design

Observer manual link (2024)

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.fisheries.noaa.gov/2023-12/Observer-Sampling-Manual-2024.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.fisheries.noaa.gov/2023-12/Observer-Sampling-Manual-2024.pdf


Observer 
manual has 
extensive 

instructions for 
GOA pollock…



Example gear/sector observations
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Random Sample of Hauls

Example
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Randomization

Example
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